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Summary of reasons for decision: 

The book was submitted for classification under si 3 (l)(b) of the Films, Videos, and Publications 
Classification Act 1993 (FVPC Act). The book was submitted as a result of a complaint by a 
member of the public that the book was available for sale from a Wellington retail outlet, despite 
its classification in New Zealand as "Indecent" - a classification made in 1971. 

Bloody Mama is a novel about the Barker crime family led by the charismatic, sociopathic, Kate 
(or Ma) Barker. The novel is essentially the story of her life, and the lives of her four sons 
Herman, Lloyd, Arthur and Freddie, who she inducts into a life of incest, crime and violence. 

The book explores a range of adult subject matter that, in another medium such as film, would 
likely require an age restriction. However, the book does not promote or glamorise such material 
and its capacity to greatly disturb or shock is limited. The passages describing the adult content 
are generally no more than one or two sentences in a work that is over 132 pages long. The 
book's historic context and creative use of language helps mitigate the impact. Readers must also 
make a conscious decision to engage with the book; a reader with the maturity to read the book is 
likely to have the maturity to deal with its contents. Unlike a film, a book does not make a 






sudden, colourful impression, and requires a level of engagement with the text that would make it 
of little interest to children. 

The Classification Office has considered the effects of the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 
on the application of the classification criteria. The Classification Office concludes that the 
unrestricted availability of the book is unlikely to be injurious to the public good. 



